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away amillion people crossed
the Peace Bridge in its first
fifteen months. There’s not
much sign of them in Ship-
quay Street. Why’s that? Next
time you come off the bridge
on the cityside notice which
directionyou head and where
that takes you. Chances are
youw’ll turn sharp right along
theriver, or maybe sharp left.
If you want to cross the Foyle
Embankment dual carriage-
way you’ll still walk to the
right towards the pedestrian
crossing.

Once across you'll either
head to the Guildhall, Guild-
hall Street, and maybe into
Guildhall Square. If you head
up Shipquay Street, you'll
probably be ontheright hand
side going up.

Theleft hand side is most-
ly deserted. When a street is
empty of people, it takes cour-
age toinvest moneyinrepair-
ing run down old buildings,
however special.

Ideas for a pedestrian
bridge linking the walled city
with St Columb’s Park and
Ebrington were first mooted
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back in the early-mid 1990s.
The aim was to create a phys-
ically unified heart for the
city. The Peace Bridge has
gone a long way towards this,

Ataste of things to come for the Foyle Embankment? Pedestrians and vehi-

Above, Street life revitalised at Magazine Gate thanks to the repair of the old Northern Counties Hotelunder the Walled City Townscape Heritage
Initiative. Right, The former Irvine Printing Works, Waterloo Street (fully occupied).

tant action needed to reverse
thealmost terminal economic
declinein the Walled City was
achieving a direct pedestrian
route from the Peace Bridge

cles share movement safely on London’s Exhibition Road.

but we’re not there yet. Over
four years ago Derry’s move-
ment patterns were analysed
by internationally renowned
‘Space Syntax’. Itsfindingsre-
vealed the single mostimpor-

into Shipquay Street.
Chroniceconomicmalaise
in this and other inner city
streets, and persistent nerv-
ousness by property owners
to apply for very attractive

THI funding packages,
is proof (if proof were
needed) that thegreat-
est obstacle to the full
uptake of the remain-
ing THI grant is prop-
erty owners’ lack of
confidence that their
investments will turn
into viable commer-
cial businesses.
Removingthebar-
rier to direct pedes-
trian flow from the
PeaceBridgeinto the
Walled City caused
by theFoyle Embank-
ment’s kit of parts
and fastmovingcars,
is a matter of urgen-
cy if we are to re-
verse the continued
economic decline
of the Walled City,
support comple-
tion of Walled City
Partnership’s THI
Phase II, and en-
sure the £6.5 mil-
lion public/private
sector THI invest-
mentalreadymade
paysdividends.




