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FEATURE

A great quirky wee street

In Part Two of our look at the THI building programme we examine the work being carried out in Derry’s famous Waterloo Street

WALLED CITY

ByMARYKERRIGAN
EDUCATION OFFICER
'WALLED CITY PARTNERSHIP

Inthisarticle, the second ofa
three-partseries highlighting
the Walled City Partnership’s
Townscape Heritage Initiative
(THI) - building repair
programmeinDerry -

MARY KERRIGAN focuses on
the “rescue and repair” work
atWaterloo Street.

Smallisbeautiful. The narrow
fronted, brick buildings wind-
ing uphill at Waterloo Street
form one of Derry’s most at-
tractive, old streets.
Completed by 1909, this
was a ‘Mecca’ for local and
Donegal shoppers until de-

Removal of external steel

roller shutters was another
strict condition of the THI
grant.
Inastill challenging politi-
cal context, taking the plunge
on thisdemanded a huge leap
of faith. :

First off the blocks, sev-
en years ago, was local serv-
ices engineer, Paul Burke, at
numbers 22 and 24 Waterloo
Street.

Geared up to replace bro-
ken windows every couple
of months, not a window has
been broken and graffiti art-
ists leave un-shuttered shop
frontsalone.

Building contractor, Frank
Ferry and his wife Joan, be-
lieve the Richmond Centre -

Thejunction of Castle Street and Waterloo Streetwhich

builttor ciallife = hasbenefited greatly from the Walled City Partnership’s
in the devastated walled city- = THIinitiative.

proved to be Waterloo Street’s

death knell.

Removal of traffic in the
late1980s-not tomention the

clinestartedintheearly1980s. = cheap,imitationbrick paving-
Set on reversing this, the = changedtheappearanceofthe
Walled City Partnership  street: negatively. ‘Foyleside’
[WCP] targeted clustersofold = wasthefinalnailin the coffin.
buildings in Waterloo Street = Shoppers went elsewhere.
for its Townscape Heritage Seizing the THI grant op-
Initiative [THI] repairgrant. | portunity,lastsummer, Frank
Ten y&ars lat- and Joan loving-
er, the effective- ly repaired num-
nessofthisvision ww bers23and 25.
isclear. W Holding out
Last March, Townscape forthe right ten-
theformerIrvine Heritage Initiative ants, they were
Printing Works, hasbecomea delighted when

became home

‘Lollipop Kids’

to Northern Ire- and ‘Hullabaloo’
land’s leading M“’“ moved in after

contemporary
dance company
- Echo Echo Dance Theatre
Company. Injection of the
Heritage Lottery THI funding
allowed greater repair work
on thisimportant building.

Ailbe Beirne, Echo Echo’s
companymanager, remarked:
“The THI grant totally trans-
formed the building.”

Its front door, opening on-
to Hangman’s Bastion, really
increases comingsand goings
along the city walls.

Skilfully repaired, even
smallbuildingsreallyimprove
a street’s appearance. Under
THIgrant,asmuchaspossible
isrepaired.

Waterloo Street backs on-

" to the city walls. Facing two

public thoroughfares, re-
pair of both frontages means
more bang for the HLF buck.
Repairs to its natural ‘Bangor
Blue’ slate roofs, painted tim-
bersliding sashwindows, cast
ironroof-lights,andreplaster-
inginlimereallyliftsthe expe-
rience of ‘walking the walls’ as
well as Waterloo Street.

Christmas. They
join other THI
‘babies’ at ‘Pippa’ and Janice
Milligan’s ‘Opticians’.

As Frank Ferry remarked:
“It’s really great to see this
quirky, wee street come back
tolife!”

Steady progress and
Walled City Partnership’s
strategic clustering decision
hasresulted in a heritage led
regeneration scheme within
this quarter of the walled city
that really punches above its
weight-visuallyand financial-
ly. The impact is dispropor-
tionate measured against the
relatively small grant (in con-
struction terms), a voluntary
board, and one Project Officer.

Walled City Partnership’s
first HLF grant was £1million.
This levered an overall spend
of £4.479 million.

Partnerfunding fromPlan-

ning NI, Department for Social
Development, NIHE, NIEA,
and private property owners,
made everything stack up. A
second grant of £1.669 mil-
lion means twenty five build-
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1-3Castle Street (also forms 22 and 24 Waterloo Street) which was repaired under Phase I of
the 5 S

project. '

NEW-LOOK... Recently completed THI propertiesat

Nos23and 25 Waterloo Street.

e p

ings are almost complete and
‘WCP’s aim of repairing and
bringing 56 buildingsinto full
useis becoming reality.
From seedlings, Walled
City Partnership’s Town-
scape Heritage Initiative has
become a significant regen-
eration force in Derry - and a
shining example in Northern
Ireland. Itsrepaired buildings
are Walled City Partnership
board’s collectivelegacy tothe
first UK City of Culture 2013.

Stalwart chair Mary
McLaughlin and her team |

have driven a steady path

through the debris and der- |

eliction of the worst years of
the Troubles. transforming
this quarter of the walled city
- truly causeforjoyous cultur-
al celebration.

See Friday’s ‘Journal’ for
PartIIl: ‘The SeeingProject’.

Heritage Initiative.

1960s... Waterloo Streetinits heyday.



