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‘All the better to see you

Mary Kerrigan, of Walled City Partnership, talks about the ‘Seeing Project-a uniqiw programme for schoolkidswhich aimsto openup their eyesto the

ybest day
atschool
ever!, said
young Charlie
McLaugh-

lin, ashemade hiswayback

toschool after completing
aWalled City Partnership
‘Seeing Project’ pilot work-
shop.

Designed to ‘prop eyelids up
on matchsticks’, this unique,
cross-curricular project
openstheeyesof7-11yearolds
to the world around them.

Partnering with Culture
Company and designer John
McDaid, Walled City Partner-
shiprefined and expandedits
‘Seeing Project’ for the UK City
of Culture 2013.

A fruitful collaboration
with principals, staff and pu-
pilsat Fountainand Long Tow-
er primary schools ensured
solid foundations and an ex-
citing, lastinglegacy.

Asequenceoffourinterac-
tive workshops was delivered
to both schools. These culmi-
natedinanewonlinelearning
resource and archive gallery
forteachers, parents and chil-
drenacrossthecityandworld.

Whetherin New Buildings
or New Zealand, the new re-
source provides everything
needed to explore and share
local built and natural her-
itage with that of cultures

+ worldwide.

‘Windows on Your World’,
Phase I for 7-8 year olds, in-
volveslotsoftalking, walking,
drawing, paintingand collage.
Youngchildrenrecogniseand
describe two major interna-
tional, architectural styles
and five different types of old
windows.

Fountain PS teacher, Mrs
Nichola Robinson said: “The
[Seeing] project educated the
childreningreater awareness
and appreciation of heritage.
They developed an apprecia-
tion of architecture, and the
different windows and build-
ings from different eras”.

By the end of these ener-
getic, fun and creative work-
shops, the children described
old windows as well as any ar-
chitect.

‘Appreciative Inquiry’ is a
basis for lively conversations
about old windows in build-
ingsin or near our schools.

This positive communi-
cation method encourages
everyone - young and old - to
inquire into and share things
they already know: without
judgement or fear of ridicule.

In this safe space, confi-
.dence to voice personal opin-
ions about the world around
them really grows.
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A fifth workshop shares
learning with two partici-
pating classes from different
schools as well as offering an
unexpected opportunity for
timetravel. Withlotsoflearn-
ing about heritage past under
their belts, thisis a chance to
create the heritage of the fu-
ture.

MrsEdel Connolly, P3class
teacherat Long Tower PS, said:
“It was the first time I shared
anartworkshop with the chil-
dren from Fountain PS and it
was a great success. The chil-
dren had a very safe environ-
menttoworkinastheartwork
lent itself to getting involved
right away without the fear of
feeling exposed in, for exam-
ple, acircletimescenario. The
children really enjoyed work-
ing together and no-one was

d Shadows' exerciseinthed

castinthespotlight whichcan
sometimes happen.

Emotional barriers were
overcome and self-conscious-
ness was eradicated very
quickly.

“It is a great project for so
many reasons. Get stuck in
and enjoyit!

This unique City of Culture
2013 legacywillinterest prima-
ry school principals, P3 teach-
ers, parents, and after-schools
clubleaders.

The use of Appreciative In-
quiryhasrelevanceforothers,
including second and thirdlev-
elprincipals, teachersandaca-
demics focused on education,
heritage, environment and
conflict resolution; as well as
builtenvironment profession-
alsengaged incommunitycon-
sultation.

Il of Long Tower PS.

Funded by Heritage Lot-
tery, Walled City Partnership
became the first Townscape
Heritage Initiative in North-
ern Ireland to take on a dedi-
cated educationrole.

‘The Seeing Project’ is one
small piece of alargerjigsaw of
itsinnovative heritage educa-
tion programmes designed to
raiseawarenessand apprecia-
tion of heritage to all kinds of
people from all walks of life.

H ‘The Seeing Project’ on-
line archive gallery andlearn-
ingresourcelauncheson June
18at the Playhouse Dance Stu-
di012.45 p.m.-2.45 p.m.

Places are limited so, if
this event appeals, reserve a
place by contacting wep.edu-
cation@derrycity.gov.uk not
later than 12 noon on Friday,
June14.
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